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SOCI  201 

SOCIAL PROBLEMS 
 

Professor Kurt reymers, Ph.D.  (“Dr. K”) 

 

i. Costs and Benefits 

 Was the cost in “blood and treasure” 
worth the benefit of the conflict? 
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a. Operation Enduring Freedom:  
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i. Costs and Benefits 
Was the cost in “blood and treasure” worth it? 

 

 The Afghanistan conflict (October 7, 
2001 – Dec 8 2014) cost the United 
States an estimated $768 billion. 
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Costs and Benefits 
Was the cost in “blood and treasure” worth it? 

  

 The Afghanistan conflict has cost 3,529 coalition troops’ lives  
(2,393 Americans) as of 9 Apr 2017.  
 

 It has cost the lives of unknown numbers of civilians. A best 
estimate is approximately 31,000 civilian Afghani deaths (an 
additional 41,000 have been injured). 
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Source: Macionis, Society The Basics 
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http://www.icasualties.org/OEF/Nationality.aspx?hndQry=US
http://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/civilians/afghan
http://www.icasualties.org/OEF/Nationality.aspx?hndQry=US
http://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/civilians/afghan
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i. Costs and Benefits 
Was the cost in “blood and treasure” worth it? 

 

 The Afghanistan War also cost the United States its 
reputation as a nation which upholds international 
law (for example, the Geneva Conventions prohibiting 
torture or warrantless wiretapping). 
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Was the cost in “blood and treasure” worth it? 

 It is suggested that the benefits of the war will be the reduction of long-
term threats to the United States in the form of terrorism.  

 More than simply an armed conflict,  
Afghanistan represents an American  

“culture war”: 

The cultural values being fought over are: 

FREEDOM     vs.     SECURITY 
Where do you draw the line? 
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http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=263
http://pewglobal.org/reports/display.php?ReportID=263
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf
http://www.uccs.edu/~chs/index.html_files/Adobe/Washington Institute Written Statement.pdf


4/15/2017 

4 

War and Terrorism 

 ii. WMD’s: The U.S. currently maintains approximately 
~7,000 nuclear warheads in various states of readiness 
(down from 10,000 in 2007).  

 
 Russia's nuclear stockpile numbers ~7,250 weapons 
(down from 18,000 in 2007). This included operational 
forces, non-deployed warheads waiting to be 
dismantled, and weapons in reserve. 

  
 Under the New START Treaty, that number will be 
reduced by half by 2020.   Source: Wikipedia 
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http://www.npr.org/news/graphics/2008/feb/nuclear_weapons/weapons_interactive.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bJsGJhpZd8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bJsGJhpZd8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bJsGJhpZd8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bJsGJhpZd8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_START
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2017 Global 
Nuclear Stockpiles 


